
 

 

SWIM ENGLAND SOUTH EAST REGION BOYS WATER POLO 

UNDER 14 INTER REGION WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS 

WALSALL GALA BATHS DECEMBER 6TH 7TH 2025 

 

The annual under 14 inter region water polo championships are historically played at the Walsall 
Gala Baths in the West Midlands, and this event gives the younger boys from around the UK the first 
opportunity to play in a national competition. 
The South East region squad that played in this event was selected after a number of training 
sessions that culminated with a couple of trials that took place in October and November. 
As a result, the following squad was selected to represent the region; - 

1. Adam Cackett (g/k) 
2. Filip Milikic 
3. Harvey Floud 
4. Jensen Bennett 
5. Felix Cooper 
6. Wiktor Gromski 
7. Brennan Botting 
8. Lucas Jude-Smith 
9. Samuel Smith 
10. Dhruv Karan 
11. Ethan Whattingham 
12. Barnaby Perkins 
13. Zach Dodd (g/k) 

 
The first phase of the competition split the teams into two groups, and as a result the South East 
would play matches against the West Midlands, London, and the North East. 
 
Match 1; - South East 4, West Midlands 2. 
This was a slightly nervous opening match but the boys worked hard throughout and eventually 
recorded a satisfactory win. 
 
Match 2; - South East 1, London 13. 
This was a tough encounter against a well drilled London team and we struggled to deal with the 
speed of the opposition counter attack. 
The team did keep going well and improved as the match went on. 
 
Match 3; - South East 4, North East 4 
The key group match and a win would guarantee a top four finish in the competition. 
The squad produced their best performance of the weekend, and a well organised defence skilfully 
marshalled by Dhruv, limited the opposition to a relatively small number of chances. 
We did concede a couple of late goals but after a disciplined performance we thoroughly deserved to 
win the match. 



 
As a result of a second placed finish in the group we qualified to play the East region in the semi-
finals that would be played in the second phase on Sunday. 
This would obviously be a tough match against the winner of the other group but the squad very 
much deserved the opportunity to be part of the final four. 
 
Match 4 Semi Final 1; - South East 3, East 13 
Having played group matches of 2 x 7-minute periods, the Sunday matches were the longer format of 
4 x 5 minutes. 
We knew that this would be a tough game and the first quarter was really a case of what might have 
been. We conceded some poor goals but crucially we missed a number of chances, particularly when 
the opposition had a player excluded, and it was always going to be a struggle to recover from this 
slow start. 
But the team never gave up against a talented opposition and in the second half of the match we 
produced some good play. 
 
Match 5 3rd/4th place play off; - South East 5, London 13 
Having lost to London in the group match, and having watched them lose a very close semi final to 
North West, we knew that this would be another tough encounter. 
The boys produced a much better performance than the group game and as a result were much 
more competitive in this longer match. 
Obviously, a win would have resulted in winning the bronze medal but we could have no complaints 
about the final score and it was good to see the improvement that we had made during the 
tournament. 
 
Overall, a fourth place finish in this nine-team competition should be seen as a good result for the 
region and if Swim England continue with the current format, we will play in Division 1 in the under 
16 event in 2027. 
 
All the boys were a credit to the region and without doubt they improved throughout the weekend. 
The win against the North East was a really good performance and it indicated the potential of the 
group. 
Dhruv was deservedly awarded the accolade of the most valuable player from our squad but 
everyone made good contributions and will have learned a great deal. 
 
Finally, a vote of thanks to our noisy and enthusiastic parents and supporters who definitely added to 
the atmosphere at all of our matches, and also to James Cooper who worked hard in the role as 
assistant coach. 
 
 
Alastair Roberts 
South East Region Boys Water Polo 
 
   


